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COLUMBIA PICTURES presents [A MAX E. YOUNGSTEIN-SIDNEY LUMET production 


FAIL SAFE 


DAN O'HERLIHY- WALTER MATTHAU - FRANK OVERTON - EDWARD BINNS -LARRY HAGMAN 


and introducing Also starring 


FRITZ WEAVER | HENRY FONDA] seccenglayhylPLEAEERHGILIN Basedonthebest-selingnove by EUGENE BURDICK HARVEY WHEELER 
ee i Moduced by MAKE TUNGSTEN Det by SIONEY LIME 


COLUMBIA PRESS BOOK 


“In ‘FAIL SAFE,’ Columbia has 

turned out an attraction that 

packs a tremendous wallop. 

‘FAIL SAFE’ is a picture that 

will be remembered for a long 

long, long time. My congratulations 

to Columbia and to 

Max £. Youngstein for bringing 

us this exciting production.” 
RAYMOND WILLIE 


Interstate Circuit, Inc. 


“Congratulations! | can’t 
recall screening a picture with 
a higher degree of suspense than 
FAIL SAFE.’ It’s an incredible 
Story yet credibly told, building 
tension from dramatic start to 
nerve shattering finish.” 

DAVID B. WALLERSTEIN 


Balaban & Katz Corporation 


“We screened ‘FAIL SAFE’ 
the other night and do not 
recall when a picture held 
us so spellbound.” 
EDWARD L. HYMAN 


American Broadcasting-Paramount 
Theatres, Inc. 


“We just saw ‘FAIL SAFE’ in 

Our projection room. We think 

that it is one of the most suspenseful 

pictures that we have seen in a 

long time. We all think it will 

be one of the ‘hig ones’ and 

we are looking forward to 

tremendous grosses that we 

feel the picture will generate.” 
BERNARD MYERSON 


Loew's Theatres, Inc. 
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COLUMBIA PICTURES presents 
A MAX E. YOUNGSTEIN-SIDNEY LUMET production 


Starr ring 


DAN 0 HERLIHY. WALTER MATTHAU 
FRANK OVERTON -EDWARD BINNS 
LARRY HAGMAN incticin FRITZ WEAVER 
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COLUMBIA PICTURES presents 


A MAX E. YOUNGSTEIN-SIDNEY LUMET production 
and introducing 


O'HERLIHY. watter MATTHAU - Frank OVERTON -ceowaroBINNS-tarrvrHAGMAN 
Fritz WEAVER 


Also starring 


HENRY FONDA | _ tereenplayhy IATA BEANS 
as the President Produced 


a 


[IN Basedon he est-seling novel byEDGENE BURDICK HARVEY WMEELA 
WMALE YOUNG ested byllNEY LUNE 
: Ad Nas 403684 ae nanan ee 
4 Cols. x 12!/g Inches 
Also Available as Ad No. 302—381 Lines—3 Cols. x 9 Inches 
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iecaiie PICTURES presents A MAX f YOUNGSTEIN- SIDNEY LUMET production 


DAN O’HERLIHY- WALTER rhe OVERTON: EDWARD BINNS - LARRY HAGMAN 


and introducing Also starring 


FRITZ WEAVER [HENRY FONDA] ‘ireenlayhyAlERBERNSTEN Gasedonthebest-eling novel by CUCU BUROIGK A RARIEY WEEE 
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All advertising material in this pressbook, as well as all All inquiries on this procedure, which is voluntarily subscribed 
other newspaper and publicity materal, has been approved M) to by the major motion picture companies, may be addressed 
under the MPAA Advertising Code as a self-regulatory WJ to: Advertising Code Administrator, Motion Picture Associa- 


procedure of the Motion Picture Association of America. tion of America, 522 Fifth Fikase New York 36, N. Y. 
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DAN O'HERLIHY: WALTER MATTHAU - FRANK OVERTON 
EDWARD BINNS-LARRY HAGMAN 


FRITZ WEAVER 


[ HENRY, FONDA | hE 


Fase on he best-selling novel by EUGENE BURDICK HARVEY WHEELER F : ed y MAXEYOUNCTEI-Dieted by STONEY UME 


SELLING AIDS 


TEASER TRAILER: Use well in advance of 
regular National Screen trailer, and for cross- 
plugging. Available from your Columbia Pic- 
tures exchange. 


TRANSCRIPTIONS: A variety of spot an- 
nouncements, all open end for local com- 
mentator to add theatre credits, including 
"countdown" spots. Available from your 
Columbia exchange. 


TV TRAILER: A wide variety, all perfect for 
your TV campaign, with space for local an- 
nouncer to add theatre and playdate infor- 
mation. Available from your Columbia ex- 
change. 


DISPLAYS: 9' x !2' Flag: single face: $75. 
double face, $120. Badge: 40c; Streamer: 
17' long, $16.50 each; Valance: $1.65 per 
running foot; minimum length, 10-foot. 12 
pennant string, assorted flourescent colors, 
30' long, $3.50 per string. Order from 
National Flag Co., 43 West 21 Street, New 
York, N. Y. 10010. 

TELOPS: Information about telops, style and 
prices, may be obtained by writing direct 
to OQ Title Card Co., 247 W. 46th Street, 
New York, N. Y. 10036. 


Ad No. 40!—500 Lines—4 Cols. x 9 Inches 


OFFICIAL BILLING 


COLUMBIA PICTURES 25% 

presents 
A MAX E. YOUNGSTEIN-SIDNEY LUMET PRODUCTION 25% 
FAIL SAFE om 

starring 


DAN O’HERLIHY WALTER MATTHAU FRANK OVERTON EDWARD BINNS LARRY HAGMAN 


and introducing 


FRITZ WEAVER 40% 
Yciceemene 4 ss ee a ep eso > Seed ee 2 Bd See 
also starring 
40% 
HENRY FONDA - the President | 
Screenplay by WALTER BERNSTEIN 15% 
Based on the best-selling novel by EUGENE BURDICK and HARVEY WHEELER 15% 
Produced by MAX E. YOUNGSTEIN 15% 
Directed by SIDNEY LUMET 15% 
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A MAX E. YOUNGSTEIN- SIDNEY LUMET productio 


starring 


DAN O’HERLIHY: WALTER MATTHAU- FRANK OVERTON 
EDWARD BINNS-LARRY HAGMAN ®.iuoe FRITZ WEAVER 


introducing 


His), Sta ocreenplay by WALTER BERNSTEIN 
HENRY FONDA ra best-selling novel by EUGENE BURDICK & HARVEY WHEELER 
as the President ; 


Produced by MAX E. YOUNGSTEIN Directed by SIDNEY LUMET 
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COLUMBIA PICTURES oresenns A MAX E. YOUNGSTEIN-SIDNEY LUMET production 


pan O’ HERLIHY - watter MAT THAU -rranx OVERTON-cowaro BINNS: tarry HAGMAN:" Fritz WEAVER 


Also starring ; 
Screenplay by WALTER BERNSTEIN Based on the best-selling novel by EUGENE BURDICK & HARVEY WHEELER 
| Henry FONDA | Produced by MAX E.YOUNGSTEIN -irected by SIDNEY LUMET 


Ad No. 405—620 Lines—4 Cols. x I! Inches 


Also Available as Comparable Ad No. 306—414 Lines—3 Cols. x 97/g Inches 
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UTILITY MAT NO. 1 


includes the following ad 
and publicity scene mats: 


e Ad No. !0I e Ad No. 202 
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e Ad No. 103 e Publicity I-A 
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COLUMBIA A MAX E. YOUNGSTEIN 
PICTURES presents SIDNEY LUMET produ ction 


DAN O'HERLIHY- WALTER MATTHAU 
FRANK OVERTON - EDWARD BINNS 
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COLUMBIA PICTURES 


FAIL SAFE a’ 


A MAX E. YOUNGSTEIN-SIDNEY LUMET 
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SCHOOL APPROACHES 


High school and college students—and their 
parents!—are among the natural audiences 


for ''Fail Safe,"' and every effort should be 
made to reach them. The educational 
authorities might be involved, as well as 
parents’ groups. In addition, go after 

e Publicity and advertising in school 

papers, with editors reviewing the pic- 

ture and columnists commenting on it. 

e Arrange radio and television inter- 

views and forums on the film, students 

versus teachers, boys versus girls, etc., 

as well as student interviews with VIP'S. 

e Social study and history class dis- 

cussions. 

e Drama groups and English class for- 

ums on the subject of world affairs in the 

theatre today. 

e Work as closely as possible with school 

groups interested in current events. 


AWARD PICTURE! 


"Fail Safe'' already has received Seventeen's 
"'Movie-of-the-Month'' accolade (October 
issue) and Scholastic's October ''Bell Ringer 
Award." These may prove helpful in promo- 
tion, and they also point the way to a 
valuable campaign angle: presentation of an 
award to "Fail Safe" as the "movie of the 
year’ by important civic, social and political 
dignitaries . . . by a group of responsible 
citizens . . . by the community movie-goers' 
organization. Be sure the presentation is fully 
covered by the city's communications media, 
including newspaper photographers, or it 
might be worked right on television for great- 
er effectiveness. 


GET THE VIP’S! 

The importance of "Fail Safe"’ probably can 
be established best by obtaining rave com- 
ments from the most influential persons in 
your community—politicians, educators, re- 
ligious leaders, etc. Make certain your VIP's 
are present at an advance screening, or at 
your first showing of the film, and that they 
are interviewed immediately afterward. VIP 
quotes should be included in your advertising 
and publicity and in your out-front displays. 
In addition, of course, go after editorial com- 
ment on the film, as well as letters-to-the- 
editor breaks! 


MUSIC 


Colpix Records is issuing a single, ''Fail Safe 
(Parts | and Il)"' by The Hal Schaefer Quintet. 
The music was especially composed by 
Schaefer after he had seen the Max E. 
Youngstein-Sidney Lumet production; it is 
not a part of the film's sound track. How- 
ever, because of the nature of the music and 
because of its title, this Colpix disc can be a 
valuable adjunct to your all-out campaign. 


The ''Fail 
and disas: 
mand, wil 


There ar 
munity! 
This is th 
media of 
figures, sé 
For exam} 


Premier about the dilemma facing the world. ° 


Working with your telephone company, you 
can establish a “hot line" all your own—in 
your advance lobby or e!sewhere! Telephone 
used by patrons should be red, with a red 
cord; when they pick it up they are connect- 
ed directly to a tape-recorded announce- 
ment. Sign accompanying your "hot-line’’ 
display might read: "Listen In On the ‘Fail 
Safe’ Hot Line... '' Add credits. 


‘SUSPENSE’ STORY! 

A 2000-word article by producer Max E. 
Youngstein called "The Anatomy of Sus- 
pense’ has appeared in a number of Hearst 
and other newspapers across the country. It 
traces the history of suspense entertainment 
in motion pictures from the days of "The 
Perils of Pauline'' to the present, and ''Fail 
Safe." If this article has not been carried 
locally, get a copy NOW,, for the use of the 
leading newspaper in town. Plant it, with full 
credits and art from the picture! For your 
copy, write direct to: Exploitation Depart- 
ment, Columbia Pictures Corp., 711 5th 
Ave., New York, N. Y. 10022. 


FAIL SAFE’ COUNT-DOWN! 


Set up an hourly count-down for ''Fail Safe''! Ten days before the picture opens, start a 
teaser campaign—''240 Hours to ‘Fail Safe’.'' The next day, ''216 hours''; eight days before 
opening, ''192 hours," etc. This kind of teaser campaign can be worked on radio, television 
and in newspapers or with ballyhoo—or with all of them! It might even be combined with 
a special buy of television and radio spot "'time'’ announcements: "'It is now 5:00 P.M. — 
120 hours to ‘Fail Safe'."' etc. "Countdown" spots are among the regular radio spots. A 
marquee "'clock'' may also be used effectively in some situations! 


—===-=_S___=_=_-_-_-—_-—_-—_--_-_-_—_—_—_—_—_—_—_—_—_—__—___—————||S>>>>>_—_———_—_—_—_—_—_—_—_——___=—__-_-==-_=__—_——— 
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‘FAIL SAFE’ AREAS! 
A stunt planned for "Fail Safe'' by some 
theatres might be used elsewhere . . . and 
adapted to bring it out of the theatre into 
the street! 


Simply, mark off all areas of access to the 
theatre auditorium with fire-engine red signs 
and flashing red lights calling it the "Fail 
Safe Area." Signs read: 

No one, but no one, will be permitted 

to penetrate the 'Fail Safe Area’ dur- 

ing the last 10 minutes of the film. 
Flashing red light hung under theatre mar- 
quee is turned on, along with the red lights 
in the lobby, 10 minutes before the film ends: 
lights flash continuously during this period. 
This is a particularly dramatic variation on a 
familiar word-of-mouth promotional routine, 
the denying of admittance to the auditorium 
during the climax of a suspense film. For 
greater effectiveness, the display itself might 
be set up and even tested, well in advance of 
playdate. 


The concept of a "Fail Safe Area" is in in- 
triguing one and can be utilized away from 
the theatre, as well: 


¢ Cooperatina book store might 
stack a t 
in the wir 
propriate 
from the 


e Local 
might c 
Area'' s. 
© Cons: 


veloped 
with its 


WHAT IS ‘FAIL SAFE’? 


“Fail Safe” is the point of no 
return, where no man can stop a 
war plane committed to drop a 
nuclear bomb. Leading up to this 
point are a considerable number 
of checks and _ double-checks, 
mechanical and human, all de- 
signed to prevent accidental dis- 
aster. 

“Fail Safe” is the name of a 
book by Eugene Burdick and 
Harvey Wheeler, a best-selling 
novel translated into ten lan- 
guages, about just such an acci- 
dental disaster and the several 
hours in which all of life hang's 


in dangerous balance while the 
President makes an awesome de- 
cision. 

“Fail Safe” is the Max E. 
Young'stein-Sidney Lumet pro- 
duction based on the novel, now 
a Columbia Pictures release at 
the Theatre. The 
shattering suspense drama stars 
Henry Fonda as the President, 
Dan O’Herlihy, Walter Matthau, 
Frank Overton, Edward Binns 
and Larry Hagman and intro- 


duces Fritz Weaver. Walter 
Bernstein penned the _ screen- 
play. 


REVIEW 


In military, diplomatic and 
journalistic parlance, “Fail Safe” 
is the point of no return; pass it, 
and no man can stop a plane 
committed to drop a _ nuclear 
bomb. 

In motion picture parlance, 
clearly, “Fail Safe” is one of the 
most powerful, most gripping and 
dramatic films ever made. This 
Max E. Young'sstein-Sidney Lum- 
et production, a Columbia Pic- 
tures release, opened yesterady 
at the Theatre. It is a 
suspenseful entertainment while 
telling its story on the screen; 
it is a haunting, meaningful 
memory for hours, and days. 

“Fail Safe” is the story of a 
plane that goes past the fail safe 
point. All life hangs in danger- 
ous balance and there are only a 
few short hours and only a few 
people of consequence who can 
do anything about it. Most im- 
portant of these is the President. 

As the President, Henry Fon- 
da probably delivers the greatest 
performance of his brilliant 
screen and stage career. He is 
truly superb as a man with an 
awesome responsibility. He is 
magnificent as a man calmly and 
courageously attempting to salv- 
age whatever he can from a 
desperate dilemma. 

Others in the splendid starring 
east of “Fail Safe” inctude Dan 
O’Herlihy, as an American gen- 
eral, and Walter Matthau as a 
political scientist. Frank Overton 
plays the commander of the 
Strategic Air Command desper- 
ately working to rectify a ma- 
chine failure and Edward Binns 
pilots the war plane past “Fail 
Safe” with a discipline which 
ignores even the command of 
the President that he return to 
his base. 

Larry Hagman shares with 
Fonda the loneliness and desper- 
ation of his ultimate decision; as 
the President’s Russian translat- 
or, he sits with Fonda in tele- 
phonic communication with in- 
dividuals and groups in all parts 
of the world, and relays to 
the President the exact shadings 
of tone and emotion in the Rus- 
sian premier’s various speeches, 
as he translates them word for 
word. A newcomer to the screen, 
Fritz Weaver, also is superb as 


the S.A.C. general’s distrait aide, 
who goes berserk when he is 
ordered by the President to re- 
veal to his opposite number in 
Russia everything —no matter 
how top-secret — which might 
help the Russians against that 
plane which has strayed past 
‘SMails Saies 

Sidney Lumet’s magnificent 
direction and Max E. Young- 
stein’s understanding and com- 
prehensive appreciation of his 
own role as producer, help make 
“Fail Safe” the excitement it is. 
The suspense drama is based on 
the best-seller by Eugene Bur- 
dick and Harvey Wheeler, a nov- 
el so far translated into ten 
languages, and Walter Bernstein 
penned the suspense - laden 
screenplay. 


Mat 14; Still No. 25 

Henry Fonda as the President 
must make the most awesome 
decision of all time, in "Fail 
Safe,"" Max E. Youngstein-Sidney 
Lumet production release by 
Columbia Pictures. The new sus- 
pense drama is based on the 
best-selling novel by Eugene 
Burdick and Harvey Wheeler. 


THE HARD WAY... 


Bringing imagination to life 
is just about the hardest way 
possible to achieve true “real- 
ism,” the kind of hard-hitting 
drama that is to be found at the 
Arete Theatre in “Fail Safe,” 
the Max E. Youngstein-Sidney 
Lumet production starring Hen- 
ry Fonda as the President, Dan 
O’Herlihy and Walter Matthau. 

“Fail Safe” is a work of the 
imagination, originally created 
by writers Eugene Burdick and 
Harvey Wheeler as a novel that 
become a world-wide best-seller. 

It is a story of the hours in 
which all life hangs in the bal- 
ance as a war plane, committed 
to drop a nuclear bomb, goes 
past “Fail Safe” because of a 
mechanical failure in the intri- 
cate system of electronic checks 
and balances which have been 
set up to prevent just such an 
occurrence. 

Because it is a work of the 
imagination, director Sidney 
Lumet and producer Max E. 
Youngstein built a “realistic” 
Pentagon war room, a “realistic” 
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underground command post for 
the Strategic Air Command, a 
“realistic” White House bomb 
shelter, among other sets. 

And, in doing so, they made 
sure that everything appeared 
larger than life. ‘““People are the 
smallest things” in the film, ac- 
cording to Lumet. “The machines 
are bigger than the people. It 
shows what I want to show, that 
there has been an abdication of 
personal responsibility.” 

And, according to producer 
Youngstein, “Fail Safe” has sus- 
pense; it is a thriller that makes 
a point. “What could be better?” 

“Hardly any film!” probably 
would be the answer of present 
audiences, absorbed in the sus- 
pense and thrills of “Fail Safe.” 

In addition to the stars cited, 
“Fail Safe” also stars Frank 
Overton, Edward Binns and Lar- 
ry Hagman, and_ introduces 
stage-famous Fritz Weaver. 

Walter Bernstein penned the 
screenplay for “Fail Safe,” a 
motion picture made the hard 
way, with imagination, 


Mat 2'A; Still No. 61 


Walter Matthau, as an important American political scientist 
in "Fail Safe,'' Max E. Youngstein-Sidney Lumet production re- 
leased by Columbia Pictures, finds lovely Nancy Berg waiting fo: 
tim to take her home after a Washington society party. Starred 
with Matthau in the suspense drama, based on the Eugene 
Burdick-Harvey Wheeler best-selling novel, are Henry Fonda as the 
President, Dan O'Herlihy, Frank Overton, Edward Binns and Larry 


Hagman; Fritz Weaver makes his film bow in "'Fail Safe." 


ADVANCE NOTICE 


The Max E. Youngstein-Sidney 
Lumet production, “Fail Safe,” 
a Columbia Pictures release, 
Opens ie... ab THe 482% Theatre, 
starring Henry Fonda as the 
President, Dan O’Herlihy, Walt- 
er Matthau, Frank Overton, Ed- 
ward Binns and Larry Hagman, 
and introducing Fritz Weaver. 
Based on the best seller by 
Eugene Burdick and Harvey 
Wheeler, “Fail Safe” was direct- 
ed by Sidney Lumet from the 
screenplay by Walter Bernstein. 
“Wail Safe” is the story of peo- 
ple with the power to control the 
world and the haunting dilemma 
in which they find themselves. 
Max E. Youngtein produced the 
suspense drama. 


SIDNEY LUMET 


Director and co-producer with 
Max E. Youngstein of the new 
Columbia Pictures release, “Fail 
Saihie@e ebb UNG care eres Theatre, 
Sidney Lumet has also won criti- 
cal applause for his direction of 
the movie versions of Arthur 
Miller’s “A View from the 
Bridge” and Tennessee Williams’ 
“Orpheus Descending” (released 
under the title “The Fugitive 
Kind’) and, most recently, 
Eugene O’Neill’s “Long Day’s 
Journey Into Night.” “Fail Safe” 
was for Lumet, an even more 
significant movie-making chal- 
lenge than these. 

New suspense drama based on 
the best-seller by Eugene Bur- 
dick and Harvey Wheeler, and 
for which Walter Bernstein 
wrote the screenplay, ‘Fail 
Safe” is set in the America of 
today, tomorrow, next year or 
next decade, and concerns sev- 
eral hours in which life, as we 
know it, hangs in dangerous bal- 
ance and only a few people of 
consequence can do anything 
about it. 

Lumet thinks this kind of 
thought-provoking film is what 
the film industry needs to get 
people away from their televi- 
sion sets. “It’s no longer enough 
to entertain,’ he stated. “En- 
tertainment they get free, seven 
nights a week, on television. So 
you’ve got to add an extra di- 
mension. ‘Fail Safe’ is not a 
problem picture in a _ cliche 
sense, but definitely a thought- 
provoking one.” 

Lumet’s birth as a director 
came almost simultaneously 
with the birth of television. He 
began as staff director for the 
highly exciting “Danger” series, 
and his distinguished work on 
the show led to his staging of 
some 250 dramatic television 
shows within a ten-year span. 

His first screen directorial 
effort was “Twelve Angry Men” 
with Henry Fonda. 


WALTER MATTHAU 


Currently, stage, screen and 
television producers eagerly com- 
pete for the services of Walter 
Matthau; they like the way he 
puts across whatever lines he is 
given, or whatever character he 
is supposed to portray. It wasn’t 
always like that for Matthau, 
who is one of the stars of the 
Max E. Youngsstein-Sidney Lum- 
et production, “Fail Safe,” at the 
bith eeaeneset ee Theatre. Once he was 
very politely told by a producer 
to keep his mouth shut. 

Actually, Matthau was told, 
while acting as “the Fourth 
Venetian Guard” in a Broadway 
musical called “The Liar,” that 
he was to do no singing whatso- 
ever; he could “mouth” the 
lyrics, he was not to vocalize 
them above a whisper. Since 
then, with the fond exception of 
an appearance in a revival of 
“Guys and Dolls,” Matthau has 
devoted himself to acting. 

He won a Broadway-coveted 
Tony Award for his work in the 
comedy, “A Shot in the Dark,” 
and a New York Drama Critics 
Award for his performance in 
“Once More With Feeling.” His 
sereen career has included such 
other hits as “Strangers When 
We Meet,” “A Face in the 
Crowd” and “Lonely are the 
Brave” and he starred in the tele- 
vision series “Talahasee 7000.” 

Henry Fonda stars as_ the 
President in “Fail Safe,” re- 
leased by Columbia Pictures 
and also starring Dan O’Herlihy, 
Frank Overton, Edward Binns 
and Larry Hagman; the film in- 
troduces Fritz Weaver. Sidney 
Lumet directed and Max E. 
Young'stein produced “Fail Safe,” 
based on the novel by Eugene 
Burdick and Harvey Wheeler. 


BUILDS WAR ROOM 


Computers hum, lights wink, 
a giant screen comes alive, men 
move to their assigned tations 
and jobs and the Omaha War 
Room of the Strategic Air Com- 
mand is in “operation.” 

But to film that “operation” 
was one of the toughest prob- 
lems art director Albert Brenner 
had to contend with for the Max 
E. Youngstein - Sidney Lumet 
production of “Fail Safe,” the 
Columbia Pictures release now 
at the Theatre. In his 
research, Brenner found the real 
War Room photographically dull. 

“T would have liked to be more 
accurate,’ said Brenner, “but it 
would not have served our dra- 
matic purposes. So we simplified 
some things and added others. 
We could have gone completely 
Buck Rogers but we decided to 
stick to what was recognizably 
real. It’s more believable and 
it’s more frightening.” 


GENERAL ADVANCE 


A number of people—in the 
millions, in fact—have read and 
been haunted by “Fail Safe,” 
the best-selling novel by Eugene 
Burdick and Harvey Wheeler. 
Still more millions have heard 
of this gripping and powerful 
story of a time in America wh2n 
mechanical failure sends a Strat- 
egic Air Command plane past 
the fail safe point, committed to 
drop a nuclear bomb. 

Hundreds of millions probably 
will see, and chill to and _ thrill 
to, the suspense drama that is 
the Max E. Youngstein-Sidney 
Lumet screen version of “Fail 
Safe.” Opening at the 
Theatre, “Fail Safe” 
is a Columbia Pictures release 
starring Henry Fonda as the 
President, Dan O’Herlihy, Walt- 
er Matthau, Frank Overton, Ed- 
ward Binns and Larry Hagman, 
with Fritz Weaver making his 
screen bow. Lumet directed “Fail 
Safe” from the screenplay by 
Walter Bernstein, and Young- 
stein served as producer. 

According to the critics and 
audiences who already have 
seen “Fail Safe,” it is a suspense 
drama which should be attended 
by every movie-goer everywhere 
in the world. Set in the America 
of today, tomorrow, next year or 
anytime, “Fail Safe’ concerns 
several hours in which life hangs 
in dangerous balance and only 
a few people of consequence can 
do anything about it. It is an 
all-absorbing story of the people 
with the power to control the 
world. 

The widely-acclaimed novel 
was filmed in its entirety in 
New York, utilizing as authentic 
a replica of the War Room in 
Omaha, Nebraska, as it was pos- 
sible to achieve. The set, the 
largest ever constructed in the 
East, was designed by Albert 
Brenner. There also are imagin- 
ative interiors of the White 
House, the President’s private 
bomb shelter, a Pentagon con- 
ference room and other meaning- 
ful locales. 


STAR’S SON STARS 


Larry Hagman, playing a 
translator in “Fail Safe,” the 
Max E. Youngstein version of 
the best-selling novel, is one of 
the stars of the Columbia Pic- 
tures release at the ....Theatre. 

Son of famed musical comedy 
star Mary Martin, Hagman 
makes his motion picture debut 
in the suspense drama, based on 
the best-seller by Eugene Bur- 
dick and Harvey Wheeler. Others 
in the starring cast of “Fail 


Safe” are Henry Fonda as the 
President, Dan O’Herlihy, Walt- 
er Matthau, Frank Overton and 
Edward Binns and Fritz Weaver 
is introduced. 


Mat 1C; Still No. 17 

Henry Fonda as the President in 
"Fail Safe," the Max E. Young- 
stein-Sidney Lumet production 
released by Columbia Pictures, 
informs co-star Larry Hagman 
of the crisis facing the nation 
and the world. "Fail Safe" is 
based on the Eugene Burdick- 
Harvey Wheeler novel. 


Mat 1B; Still No. 83 

A worried Dan O'Herlihy bids 
goodbye to his wife, Hildy Parks, 
prior to quitting New York for 
a meeting in the Pentagon War 
Room. It's a scene from the Max 
E. Youngstein-Sidney Lumet pro- 


duction for Columbia, "Fail 
Safe,"" in which O'Herlihy stars 
with Henry Fonda as the Presi- 
dent, and Walter Matthau. 


DAN O’HERLIHY 


Dublin-born Dan O’Herlihy, 
with a heritage of politics, was 
headed for a law career at the 
University of Ireland until he 
decided architecture was more to 
his liking. Today he is world- 
famous, as an actor. 

O’Herlihy’s ambitions and in- 
terests are as disparate as his 
role in TV’s “The Travels of 
Jaimie McPheeters,” and his role 
at: theese: as. Theatre in the 
Max E. Youngstein-Sidney Lum- 
et production, “Fail Safe,’ new 
Columbia Pictures release. As 
the elder McPheeters, crossing 
the plains in the 40’s, he was an 
exuberant, showy and _ slightly 
charlatanish character; as Gen- 
eral Black, in “Fail Safe,” he is 
a strong, white-haired family 
man with a powerful sense of 
compassion and of pride, torn by 
the knowledge that all life hangs 
in dangerous balance as a result 
of the greatest dilemma in the 
world today. 

O’Herlihy became an actor in 
college, representing his univer- 
ity at the annual Irish Drama 
Festival and moving from there 
to professional theatre and to 
motion pictures. 

When Dublin audiences and 
critics raved about O’Herlihy’s 
work, he was signed by Carol 
Reed to appear opposite Mason 
in “Odd Man Out.” Other roles 
followed, including O’Herlihy’s 
virtually one-man screen enter- 
tainment, “Robinson Crusoe,” 
which won him world fame. 

Starring with O’Horlihy in 
“Fail Safe,” are Henry Fonda as 
the President, Walter Matthau, 
Frank Overton, Edward Binns 
and Larry Hagman. The film in- 
troduces Fritz Weaver. Sidney 
Lumet directed from the screen- 
play by Walter Bernstein. “Fail 
Safe” is based on the best seller 
by Eugene Burdick and Harvey 
Wheeler, and Max E. Youngstein 
served as producer. 


USE JET TRAINER 


For “Fail Safe,” the Max E. 
Youngstein-Sidney Lumet screen 
version of the best-selling novel, 
a Columbia Pictures release now 
at thes: See _ Theatre, special 
location sequences were filmed 
at the LaGuardia Airport Marine 
Air Terminal in New York City. 
Cast and crew of the suspense 
drama were squeezed into a 
“flight simulator,” an exact rep- 
lica of a jet-bomber cockpit 
which is used at the Terminal for 
training purposes. 

Henry Fonda as the President, 
Dan O’Herlihy and Walter Mat- 
thau are starred in “Fail Safe,” 
which was directed by Sidney 
Lumet from a screenplay by 
Walter Bernstein. 


HENRY FONDA, ‘PRESIDENT’ 


Henry Fonda, who lists among 
his credits some of the most 
highly-acclaimed, and moving 
productions of the stage and 
screen, probably will rate his 
present role in “Fail Safe,” the 
Max E. Youngstein-Sidney Lum- 
et suspense drama at the ...... 
Theatre, as the most memorable. 
A Columbia Pictures release, 
“Fail Safe” presents Fonda as 
the President of the United 
States, but that isn’t why his 
role is so important; after all, 
some 25 years ago, the veteran 
actor appeared as “The Young 
Mr. Lincoln.” 

The President in ‘Fail Safe” 
is no man who ever was in the 
Whit2 House; he is the man in 
the Presidency at some future 
time in American history during 
those fateful few hours when all 
life hangs in dengerous balance 
and only a few people of conse- 
quence can do anything about it. 
“Fail Safe” is the story of people 
with the power to control the 
world, and the haunting dilemma 
in which they find themselves 
when a plane committed to drop 
a nuclear bomb goes past its 
‘Fail Safe’ point. In Fonda’s case, 
as President, he must make the 
greatest single decision ever 
made by any human being. 

As an actor, Fonda is faced in 
“Fail Safe’ by almost over- 
whelming problems of technique; 
he portrays a man with grave 
responsibilities, facing a trying 
and terrifying situation, and his 
“stage” is a single, simple room 
which houses a desk and two 
chairs. On the desk are Fonda’s 
“props”—a pitcher of water and 
two glasses, and a telephone set- 
up through which he can speak 
to individuals and groups in vari- 
ous parts of the world. Most of 
Fonda’s conversation is over th2 
telephone, some of it is with co- 
star Larry Hagman, playing the 
President’s Russian translator. 

Fonda stars in “Fail Safe” 
with Dan O’Herlihy, Walter 
Matthau, Frank Overton, Ed- 


ward Binns and Larry Hagman 
and the film introduces Fritz 
Weaver. “Fail Safe” is the film 
version of the Eugene Berduck- 
Harvey Wheeler best - seller 
adapted by Walter Bernstein. 
Sidney Lumet directed. 

The versatile Fonda is always 
busy. He appeared in the Broad- 
way smash, “Two for the See- 
saw,” a few seasons ago, shortly 
after he formed his own inde- 
pendent film production company 
to produce and star in “Twelve 
Angry Men,” with Sidney Lumet 
as his director. He has appeared 
in a number of TV specials. 

Fonda’s long career is re- 
plete with great films: “The 
Grapes of Wrath,” “The Ox-Bow 
Incident” and ‘Mr. Roberts,” to 
name a few, but Fonda was not 
always an actor. There was a 
time when he wanted to be a 
newspaperman, but  couldn’t 
quite make it. After working at 
numerous other odd jobs, he 
stumbled into the Community 
Playhouse at Omaha where he 
was teased into picking up a 
script. He quickly became a lead- 
er in the Playhouse project, mov- 
ing from there to the Cape Play- 
house, Dennis, Massachusetts. 
Here he was appearing in a 
stock presentation of Molnar’s 
“The Swan” when his perform- 
ance was “caught” by June 
Walker, who had recently been 
signed for the lead in Mare Con- 
nelly’s play about the Erie Canal, 
“The Farmer Takes a Wife.” Sh2 
saw in Fonda the ideal choice for 
the man opposite her. He was an 
immediate hit and Hollywood 
producers started bidding for 
his services. 

In World War II, Fonda served 
in the Navy and graduated in 
the top 10% of his class at the 
Navy Indoctrination School at 
Quonset, R. I. As an assistant 
operations officer and air com- 
bat intelligence officer in the 
central Pacific, Fonda won both 
the Bronze Star Medal and the 
Presidential Citation. 


Mat 2C; Still No. 79 


Dan O'Herlihy, left, and Walter Matthau debate a major interna- 
tional problem at the Pentagon while Henry Fonda as the President 
listens in. It's a scene from the Max E. Youngstein-Sidney Lumet pro- 
duction, "Fail Safe," new Columbia Pictures release. The suspense 
clrama is based on the novel by Eugene Berdick and Harvey Wheeler. 


‘MAX E. YOUNGSTEIN 


Max E. Youngstein, co-pro- 
ducer with director Sidney Lum- 
tt, of the suspense drama, “Fail 
Safe,” now being released by 
Columbia Pictures at the 
BAAS Me Theatre, is a former 
high-level film distribution ex- 
ecutive who now is devoting 
himself entirely to motion pic- 
ture production. 

Youngstein entered the motion 
picture industry at the age of 28 
and, since, has held vice-presi- 
dencies in three major film dis- 
tribution companies: Eagle Lion 
Films, Paramount and United 
Artists, and he was an execu- 
tive vice-president of Cinerama. 
He trained for a legal career, 
which led him into business; his 
business experience led him nto 
the financial side of the motion 
picture industry. Eventually, he 
joined 20th Century-Fox organ- 


ization as assistant director of 
advertising, publicity and ex- 
ploitation. During World War IJ, 
Youngstein served as publicity 
director of the Motion Picture 
and Special Events Section of 
the United States Treasury De- 
partment’s War Finance Divi- 
sion. 

“Fail Safe,” which stars Hen- 
ry Fonda in the role of the 
President, is the first of three 
pictures on Youngstein’s sched- 
ule for release through Columbia 
Pictures. Co-starred with Fonda 
are Dan O’Herlihy, Walter Mat- 
thau, Frank Overton, Edward 
Binns and Larry Hagman and 
the film introduces stage-famous 
Fritz Weaver. 

The best - selling novel by 
Eugene Burdick and Harvey 
Wheeler was adapted for the 
screen by Walter Bernstein. 


Mat 2B; Still No. 51 


Frank Overton, right, describes the operations of the Strategic Air 
Command to Sorrell Booke, left, an American congressman in the 
Max E. Youngstein-Sidney Lumet production, ''Fail Safe,"" new Co- 
lumbia Pictures release. The suspense drama, based on the novel by 
Eugene Burdick and Harvey Wheeler, stars Henry Fonda as the 
President, Dan O'Herlihy, Walter Matthau, Ovverton, Edward 
Binns, and Larry Hagman, with Fritz Weaver making his screen bow. 


FRITZ WEAVER 


Fritz Weaver, who makes his 
screen bow in “Fail Safe,” the 
Max E. Youngstein-Sidney Lum- 
et production for Columbia Pic- 
tures release at the ....Theatre, 
is something of an idealist. At 
the age of eight, for example, 
he began to write a “Universal 
History of the World” and con- 
tinued at this gargantuan task 
until college. 

During the war, he became a 
medical “guinea-pig” and was 
subjected to experiments includ- 
ing two three-week bouts of 
starvation which induced deliri- 
um, and he occasionally was giv- 
en jaundice in an important 
scientific study of diets and re- 
habilitation. 

Weaver speaks French, Italian 
and Latin and he would like to 
play Hamlet, not because he 
hasn’t had a chance at The Bard, 
but because he feels he acted 
the part badly when he did it 
at Stratford. Besides he notes, 
“there is so much to Hamlet that 
if you played it for ten years 
you’d never tire of it.” 

“Fail Safe” is Weaver’s first 
feature film assignment, al- 
though he has a notable reputa- 
tion in the theatre and in tele- 
vision. He appears in the new 
suspense drama in a cast star- 
ring Henry Fonda as the Presi- 
dent, Dan O’Herlihy, Walter 
Matthau, Frank Overton, Ed- 
ward Binns and Larry Hagman. 
“Fail Safe” was directed by Sid- 
ney Lumet and produced by Max 
E. Youngstein. 


BACK IN ‘OFFICE’ 


In recent months, Henry 
Fonda has been heavily involved 
with politics—on the screen. 
Fonda starred as the controvers- 
tsial Presidential nominee for 
Secretary of State in Otto Prem- 
inger’s “Advise and Consent.” 
He was a candidate for nomina- 
tion to the Presidency in “The 
Best Man.” Now, at the ........ 
Theatre in the Max E. Young- 
stein-Sidney Lumet production, 
“Fail Safe,” Fonda plays the 
President himself. 

More, in “Fail Safe,” a Co- 
lumbia Pictures release, Fonda 
is required to make the gravest 
decision ever made by any Presi- 
dent or, for that matter, any- 
body else in the world. 

“When I first read the book,” 
Fonda said during production of 
the suspense drama, “I enjoyed 
it tremendously. No, enjoyed’ 
isn’t the right word. I was fas- 
cinated by ‘Fail Safe’. I never 
dreamed a motion picture com- 
pany would be interested—much 
less have the courage—in doing 
it as a film and I also wondered 
if anyone could capture such 
tension. The story of ‘Fail Safe’ 
is, after all, a subject more and 
more people are becoming con- 
cerned about.” 


FRANK OVERTON 


A veteran stage, screen and 
television performer, Frank 
Overton considers his present 
starring role in the Max KE. 
Youngstein-Sidney Lumet pro- 
duction, “Fail Safe,” as “strictly 
coincidental.” He claims he “‘hap- 
pened” to be in New York to do 
a television show and he “acci- 
dentally” met Sidney Lumet. The 
fact is, of course, Overton has 
more than luck going for him; he 
has experience and abillity. 

In high school, in his native 
Babylon, L. I., Overton was 
prodded into amateur dramatics 
by an English teacher; he played 
Sir Peter Teazle in “School for 
Scandal.” At Bard College, New 
York, Overton felt “kind of 
sneaky” when he enrolled in the 
theatre course; after college, he 
was convinced he had _ talent. 
Overton constructed sets, direct- 
ed summer stock, worked around 
theatre where and when he could 
and, in time, would up on Broad- 
way in the play, “Counter- 
Attack.”” Among his other plays 
have been “The Dark at the Top 
of the Stairs,” “Jacobowsky and 
the Colonel,” “Truckline Cafe” 
and “The Desperate Hours.” 

He has acted in all the major 
television shows and his screen 
credits include “To Kill a Mock- 
ingbird,” “The Dark at the Top 
of the Stairs,” “Desire Under the 
Elms” and “Wild River.” 

“Fail Safe,” directed by Sid- 
ney Lumet with Max E. Young- 
stein as producer, also stars 
Henry Fonda as the President; 
Dan O’Herlihy, Walter Matthau, 
Edward Binns and Larry Hag- 
man; the suspense drama intro- 
duced Fritz Weaver. 

Walter Bernstein penned the 
screenplay for “Fail Safe,” based 
on the novel by Eugene Burdick 
and Harvey Wheeler. 


NANCY BERG BOWS 


Nancy Berg, one of the na- 
tion’s top cover girls and highly- 
acclaimed beauties, makes her 
motion picture debut in “Fail 
Safe,” the Max E. Youngstein- 
Sidney Lumet screen version of 
the best-selling novel by Eugene 
Burdick and Harvey Wheeler. 
Now at the...... Theatre, “Fail 
Safe” is a Columbia release. 

Miss Berg made her Broadway 
bow in a City Center production 
of “Mr. Roberts,” where she had 
the sole feminine role in the hit 
play. She has appeared in num- 
erous television plays and at one 
time starred in her own late- 
night presentation, “Count Sheep 
With Nancy.” In “Fail Safe,” 
she plays a society girl. 

The “Fail Safe” starring cast 
is headed by Henry Fonda as 
the President, Dan O’Herlihy, 
Walter Matthau, Frank Overton, 
Edward Binns and Larry Hag- 
man. Fritz Weaver is introduced 
in the suspense drama. 
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THE BEST-SELLER! 


The Dell Publishing Company is distributing 
across the country the paperback edition of 
the novel by Eugene Burdick and Harvey 
Wheeler, on which the film is based. The 
novel itself was a best-seller at the time of 
publication, and continues to be! Work with 
the Dell Publishing distributors in your terri- 
tory; they have been alerted by the company 
as to the importance of working closely with 
"Fail Safe'' showmen. 


In addition, however, Dell plans newspaper 
advertising and is distributing special rack 
cards and |1"' x 14"' posters (both illustrated 
here). Poster has room for theatre imprint; 
rack card, room for theatre snipe. Both are 
available in limited quantities, as long as the 


supply last, by writing direct to: 
Exploitation Department 
Columbia Pictures Corp. 
711 5th Ave., New York, N. Y. 10022 
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(Not for Publication) It is early morning. In New York, General 
Black bids his wife goodbye before flying to Washington for 
a meeting in the Pentagon War Room. In Washington, Groet- 
eschele leaves a society party where he has been discussing 
the importance of bombing the Soviet Union before they 
bomb America, to find socialite Ilsa Wolfe waiting in his car; 
his talk of multi-million deaths has aroused her. In Omaha, Col. 
Cascio leaves the $.A.C. headquarters for a hurred visit to the 
drunken, dissolute parents he is ashamed to acknowledge; he 
is found there by his superior, General Bogan, when word 
comes that Senator Raskob is planning to inspect the many 
intricate fail-safe mechanisms in the company of Mr. Knapp, 
the electronics expert responsible for their construction. And, 
in an S.A.C. outpost, Col. Grady "mourns" for the day when 
men, not machines, flew airplanes. 

An unexpected emergency arises; the S.A.C. swings into 
action as Senator Raskob watches. But, once the situation has 
been clarified and the S.A.C. planes ordered to return, one 
flight continues on towards the fail-safe point because of an 
unsuspected mechanical failure. The President and the War 
Room meeting are informed. 

In his White House bomb shelter with his Russian trans- 
lator, Buck, the President listens in on the Pentagon discus- 
sion of the situation. With life hanging in dangerous balance, 
Groeteschele urges that the entire weight of American might 
be thrown at the Soviet Union; General Black argues every- 
thing must be done to prevent world holocust. 

The President agrees with Black; he orders Amercan planes 
to intercept and shoot down the bombers which, by now, 
have flown past the fail-safe point and are on their way to 
Moscow. The President talks on the hot-line to the Russian 
premier, who is aware of the oncoming planes and must be 
convinced this is not a sneak attack. 

In Omaha, Col. Cascio goes berserk when the President 
orders General Bogan to supply his Russian opposite number 
with any information—no matter how top-secret—which will 
help the Russians destroy the oncoming American planes. At 
the same time, the President asks General Black, his friend, 
to prepare for a desperate mission . . . 

The plane piloted by Col. Grady pushes remorselessly 
onward; it will most certainly get through. Not even the direct 
command of the President, not even the pleadings of Col. 
Grady's wife, will stop the flier from obeying his orders to 
continue on his mission, now that he has flown past fail-safe. 

The American ambassador in Moscow and the Soviet am- 
bassador to the United States are both on the line, along with 
the Russian premier in his bomb shelter outside Moscow, when 
Grady bombs the Russian city. The death of a city is heard 
on the hot-line. 

It was due to mechanical failure, but the Soviet Union and 
the entire world must still be convinced of this... and, at once! 

The President gives General Black his orders .. . 
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